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The Blue Economy = "sustainable use of 

ocean resources for economic growth, 

improved livelihoods, and jobs while 

preserving the health of ocean ecosystem" 
(World bank)
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The Blue Economy: a strong pillar in Flanders

Source: 

“Economic and societal importance of the Blue Economy for Flanders”, a study by Idea Consult, November 2023

Turnover Employment Added value

Chemistry & life sciences € 46B Blue Economy 85,000 FTE Blue Economy € 8.2B

Food € 41B Chemistry 68,000 FTE Chemistry € 5.5B

Blue Economy € 40B Food 51,000 FTE Food € 1.9B

Direct Impact

5.2% of the Flemish GDP



Blue Cluster takes full advantage 
of Flanders’ location on the North 
Sea to develop a competitive and 

sustainable blue economy

by achieving groundbreaking innovative

partnerships

resulting in economic activities with a 

positive impact in the North Sea and far 
beyond

by providing access to state-of-the-art 

scientific knowledge and projects
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Innovation areas
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Blue Economy potential in Flanders
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6 years of operation

194 
companies

11

7

knowledge 

institutions

other

14

participation 

in European 

projects

103

51% 

SMEs

unique companies 

involved in collaboration 

initiatives

46

Current collaboration 

initiatives between at 

least 3 companies

Budget € 76 mio - Subsidy € 60 mio
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Global Offshore Wind Potential
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BELGIAN VALUE CHAIN OFFSHORE WIND

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT AND SITING DESIGN AND MANUFACTURE OF 

COMPONENTS

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE

SUPPORT SERVICES AND AUXILIARY EQUIPMENT

GRID CONNECTION

ASSEMBLY AND INSTALLATION

FOUNDATIONS

R&D ENTITIES

TEST SITES

Note: This graph is for illustrative purposes only and does not include the logos of all the 
Belgian companies participating in the offshore wind value chain



Capacity Belgian North Sea:
2,3 GW > 6 GW by 2030 > 8 GW by 2040 

Floating solar: first 
proto-types
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Offshore energy – the future
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Nature based coastal protection
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Nature based coastal protection
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Maritime Security



Enabling 
technologieën Data
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CommunicationNetworks

04

Cyberresilience

02

Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) 

05

Advanced monitoring 
systems

1



Digital twin North Sea







Seafar – remote control center

First remote controlled inland ship



The Reef: XR training



28

We are Blue Cluster
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